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Small farmer with child and gliricidia tree fence 
in Sri Lanka, © Biomass Supplies (Pvt) Ltd  
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2015: A Year of Growth 
 

2015 was a year for RSB to build on the foundations put in place in prior years, and to start seeing the 

impact of fulfilling our mission of ensuring the sustainability of biomaterials. 

 

RSB engaged with many new members and certified operators, expanded its smallholder program and 

saw the first smallholder certification, which demonstrated that groups of small farmers can come 

together and successfully achieve RSB certification. The first smallholder certification took place in 

South Africa, a second in Southeast Asia, and the foundation was laid for new groups to join in Brazil. 

 

RSB streamlined standards documents even further for ease of use and understanding. A highlight was 

the introduction of new indirect land use change (iLUC) indicators – the first ever for any certification 

system in the world. This was a key step towards helping producers demonstrate that biomass was 

produced with low iLUC and therefore with minimal impact on food production or biodiversity. 

 

RSB partnered with industry leaders around the world to promote positive sustainability initiatives, 

especially in the aviation, advanced biofuel, bioplastic, and biochemical sectors. New certifications 

were achieved also in the areas of wastes and biochemicals, demonstrating that RSB is applicable 

beyond biofuels. 

 

RSB will have a continued strong focus on developing and providing comprehensive sustainability 

solutions, further streamlining the standards, scaling up smallholder activities, and strengthening RSB 

through revenue generation and project development. 

 

We continue to innovate alongside our members and certified operators and we acknowledge your 

efforts in ensuring a strong and robust RSB. 

 

We thank our Board of Directors, Assembly of Delegates, members, partners and staff for their 

continued support and commitment. 

                 

                
Barbara Bramble        Rolf Hogan 

RSB Board Chair        RSB Executive Director 

Bramble 

Board Chair of the Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials 
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Major Accomplishments and 2015 Highlights 

 

  

Recognition 
 

RSB continued to enjoy recognition by and support of global NGOs and industry partners. This ongoing 

endorsement reinforces the strength, robustness and underlying credibility that RSB offers:  

 A WWF report “Strengthening Water Stewardship in Agricultural Sustainability Standards” 

demonstrates RSB as having the highest coverage regarding water across the four water 

stewardship outcomes. The report further highlighted that RSB was the only scheme to 

specifically mention environmental flow requirements having to be accounted for in the 

determination of water availability. 

 NRDC’s 2015 Aviation Biofuel Sustainability Scorecard recommends RSB certification for the 

aviation industry and that “Sustainable Aviation Fuel Users Group and its 28 member airlines 

should make a firm commitment to use the certification framework created by the RSB.” 

 Etihad Airways’ BIOjet Abu Dhabi Roadmap Report stated that “The RSB is emerging as the 

premier body for setting global sustainability standards for biofuels and related bio products.” 

Membership 
 

RSB welcomed 14 new members in 2015 including: 

 

 Aplethora Energy Services (USA) 

 CoolPlanet (USA) 

 European Waste to Advanced Biofuels Association (Belgium) 

 Dansuk Industrial Co., Ltd. (South Korea) 

 Institute for Bioplastics and Biocomposites (Germany) 

 Institute of Sustainable Development (South Africa) 

 Life Sciences Queensland, Ltd. (Australia) 

 Meridian Holdings Group (USA) 

 South African Airways (South Africa) 

 Sunchem Holding Srl (Italy) 

 Tyton Biosciences (USA) 

 The Earth Partners (USA) 

 The Union of Concerned Scientists (USA) 

 University of Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources & Environmental Sciences (USA) 

“RSB membership not only 
serves as recognition of 
SAA’s African biofuels 
programme, but provides us 
with a further networking 
platform to engage with 
NGOs and leaders in the 
biomaterials field.”  
-South African Airways 

http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/wwf_strengthening_water_web.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/aviation-biofuel-sustainability-survey-2014.pdf
http://resources.etihadairways.com/etihadairways/images/E_Book/html/Biojet_AbuDhabi_English.html
http://rsb.org/about/organization/member-list/
http://rsb.org/documents_and_resources/June%202015%20-%20Sawubona%20-%20SAA%20article%20RSB.pdf
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Certification 
 

It was an exciting year for RSB certifications with a diverse set of entities earning RSB certification 

bringing the total to 19 certified operators in 2015 (current list is on the website). 

 

Certified organizations from different parts of the world cover a variety of feedstock types and  

biomaterial types, including a first biochemical certification in Asia (Advanced Biochemicals Thailand).  

Sunchem Biofuel Development South Africa certification was also a great example of how certification 

 can have a positive impact for both people and environment in a region with many environmental  

and social challenges. In Brazil, work started on the certification of a macaúba palm tree project, also  

with small farmers. 

 

There were 5 new certifications in 2015 and we hope to continue seeing such diverse entities pursuing 

RSB certification, which is truly global and non-feedstock specific. 

 

 

 

  

Smallholder Initiatives 
 

With the support of the Boeing Corporate Citizenship program and the Swiss government, RSB 

 implemented a program that seeks to improve the livelihoods of smallholder farmers by linking them  

to markets and promoting sustainable practices based on the RSB standard. In 2015, the RSB  

Smallholder program expanded to certifications and development of field projects in Asia, South  

Africa and Brazil, and focused at a global level on identifying and engaging development agencies and 

industry to support smallholders. 

 

Sunchem Biofuel Development South Africa earned RSB’s first smallholder certification globally and 

has brought economic and rural development to the Limpopo province in South Africa as well as a 

new regional bio jet fuel supply chain that is now RSB certified for environmental and social 

sustainability. 

 

The Biomass Supplies (Thailand) certification was RSB’s first smallholder certification in Asia. The 

certification covers their work with 30,000 small farmers demonstrating that a large number of small 

farmers can come together to achieve certification. 

“The RSB certificate is a key 
factor for our company and 
development process […]. RSB 
believed in our technology and 
gave us the right advice to 
improve it during our scale up 
program.” 

- Sergio Tommasini, 
CEO, Sunchem Holding 

http://rsb.org/certification/participating-operators/
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/Press%20Releases/1%20December%202015%20-%20Press%20Release%20-%20Solvay%20RSB%20Certification.pdf
http://rsb.org/pdfs/Case%20Studies/Sunchem%20SA%20Case%20Study.pdf
http://rsb.org/pdfs/Case%20Studies/Sunchem%20SA%20Case%20Study.pdf
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/Press%20Releases/15%2010%2026%20Biomass%20Group%20RSB%20Certification%20PRESS%20RELEASE.pdf


 

 
© Copyright 2015, Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB)      4 

Communications 
 

RSB made proactive efforts in 2015 to gain media and public attention through a variety of communication 

strategies and tools including events, social media, email newsletters, press releases, articles, and direct 

media outreach. These combined efforts led to increases in awareness of RSB as measured via social media 

channels (40% increase in social media followers), website analytics (51% increase in visitors), and media 

mentions (45% increase). 

“Its (RSB’s) credibility and usefulness derive from 
its commitment to strong, hard, measurable 
standards, along with its remarkable support by 
many players from different sectors, including 
agriculture, environmental and social advocacy, 
industry (manufacturing, transportation, 
banking), as well as intergovernmental and non-
governmental groups. The RSB is an absolutely 
unique organization, not in what it sets out to do, 
but in its singular success in doing it.” 
- “Will Sustainability Fly?” by Walter Palmer 

  

Policy and Standards 
 

RSB continued in 2015 to implement recommendations for making the system more user-friendly, simple 

and cost-competitive.  

 Several rounds of multi-stakeholder consultations (public and RSB members) were held for the in-

depth revision of the RSB Principles & Criteria (P&Cs) which describe the environmental, social and 

economic requirements economic operators need to comply with in order to receive RSB 

certification. Expected completion and approval for the revised P&Cs is in 2016.  

 The Low iLUC Risk Biomass Criteria and Compliance Indicators, a new ‘optional module’ for 

operations undergoing RSB certification, was developed and approved. They are a key step 

forward for RSB-certified operators to demonstrate that biomass was produced with low indirect 

land use change (iLUC) risk and therefore with minimal impact on food production or biodiversity. 

 The RSB EU RED Standards and the RSB Procedure for Certification Bodies & Auditors were revised 

with expected approval in 2016. The Auditors Procedure is the result of merging and simplifying 

four former RSB standards to comply with ISEAL Assurance Code and the updated requirements of 

the EU Commission. 

 As an ISEAL member, RSB agreed to include the active ingredients found in the Rotterdam 
Convention, Stockholm Convention and additionally the Montreal Protocol to its lists of banned 
pesticides in subsequent versions of RSB standards. RSB intends that this collective approach will 
support broader efforts to remove these highly hazardous pesticides from circulation. 

 Lastly, RSB underwent an independent evaluation in 2015 to confirm that RSB’s Monitoring and 
Evaluation System is fully compliant with the ISEAL Impacts Code. 

http://rsb.org/news-and-publications/recent-news/
http://rsb.org/news-and-publications/archived-events/
http://rsb.org/news-and-publications/rsb-newsletters/
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&isbn=9781409430919&lang=cy-gb
http://rsb.org/pdfs/standards/RSB-EU-RED-Standards/13-03-01-RSB-STD-11-001-01-001%20vers%202.1%20Consolidated%20RSB%20EU%20RED%20PCs.pdf
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/standards/RSB-STD-04-001-ver0.3RSBLowiLUCCriteriaIndicators.pdf
http://rsb.org/sustainability/eu-red-certification/
http://rsb.org/sustainability/rsb-assurance-system/
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/documents_and_resources/15-10-16%20Intent%20to%20ban%20ingredients%20from%20international%20conventions-%20%28FINAL2%29.pdf
http://rsb.org/activities-and-projects/monitoring-evaluation/
http://rsb.org/activities-and-projects/monitoring-evaluation/
http://rsb.org/pdfs/M&E/P041_ISEAL_Impacts_Codev1.0.pdf
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Small breakout sessions during RSB Assembly of 
Delegates meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, June 2015 

Governance 
 

The Assembly of Delegates serves as the highest authority of the RSB and is composed of up to three  

Delegates from each RSB Chamber, as elected by RSB members, thus giving each chamber and 

represented sectors the same weight and influence in the decision making power. The Board of Directors is 

responsible for the management and representation of the RSB.  

 

The 3rd RSB General Assembly was held over three days in June in Geneva and provided a forum to discuss 

current developments and future plans for RSB and its members. The meeting ended with a strong 

endorsement from participants that RSB is the most comprehensive standard on biofuels and biomaterials. 

A  range of new ideas were discussed with the objective of increasing the  uptake of certification. 

 

The meeting also included a delegation vote on the new “Low iLUC Risk Biomass Criteria and Compliance 

Indicators” signifying the first certification system in the world to give producers a way to demonstrate 

that biomass was produced with low indirect land use change (and therefore minimal impact on food 

production or biodiversity. 

http://rsb.org/about/governance/
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/Press%20Releases/1%20June%202015%20-%20RSB%20AOD%20First%20Day%20Press%20Release.pdf
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/standards/RSB-STD-04-001-ver0.3RSBLowiLUCCriteriaIndicators.pdf
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/standards/RSB-STD-04-001-ver0.3RSBLowiLUCCriteriaIndicators.pdf
http://www.rsb.org/pdfs/Press%20Releases/1%20June%202015%20-%20RSB%20AOD%20First%20Day%20Press%20Release.pdf


 

 
© Copyright 2015, Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB)      6 

Financial Update 
 
Revenue 
The total revenue in 2015 was CHF 1,143,616 (up from CHF 1,128,963 in 2014). The biggest single share 
is represented by the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) with the Packard Foundation 
and Boeing Corporate Citizenship Program also contributing significantly to the RSB budget. 
 
Expenditure 
Total expenses in 2015 amounted to CHF 1,171,755 (up from CHF 958,744 in 2014). Increased  
expenditure was due to project activities under the grants from the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic 
Affairs (SECO) and Boeing. 
 
Cash 
At the end of 2015, total cash in the bank account was CHF 892,150 (compared to CHF 394,049 in 2014). 
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Certification

Membership

Donations and grants
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Office expenses

Travel expenses
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Join Us! 

Here are 5 ways you can engage with RSB: 

a. Membership: Become an RSB member and have a voice in updating and improving our 

standards as technology and policies change and support its implementation. 

 

b. Partnerships: There are unlimited ways you can partner with us. We have collaborated on a 

variety of research, rural development and policy projects and initiatives. If you’d like to partner 

with us, please contact us at info@rsb.org. 

 

c. Certification: Earning RSB certification for your farm, production facility, distribution centre or 

other biomaterial related entity will demonstrate your commitment to sustainability to your 

employees, shareholders, community members, buyers, suppliers, and others. 

 

d. Advisory Services: RSB is now offering a range of advisory services to support businesses, 

investors, development agencies, NGOs, and governments in applying the RSB standard and 

sustainability principles to their operations, projects and policy development. Contact us at 

info@rsb.org for more information. 

 

e. Public Support: Link to us on your website, give RSB a “shout out” on social media, talk about 

RSB when discussing sustainability conversations at a conference or meeting. We offer 

opportunities for co-branding and marketing to further raise the visibility of RSB. Follow and 

engage with us on: Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook. 

 

 

For more information: 

Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials 

International Environment House 2 

7-9 Chemin de Balexert 

CH-1219 | Chatelaine (Geneva) | Switzerland 

Tel: +41 22 796 40 37 

Email: info@rsb.org 

www.rsb.org 
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