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I. A Message from the Executive Secretary 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This activity update covers twelve months (March 2012-March 2013) of rapid development and 

growth of the RSB. 

 

The active engagement of industry by RSB Services Foundation has led to a growth in 

certification with the number of certified operators expected to rise to more than ten by the 

end of the calendar year.  While our market share remains relatively small, uptake is clearly 

glowing in a very competitive market.  The RSB standard is clearly appealing to industry players 

that want robust certification that effectively covers social, environmental and financial aspects 

of sustainability. 

 

The new RSB team is in place with the establishment of the independent secretariat in Geneva 

in January 2012.  In March, RSB became the “Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials” 

following the decision of the first meeting of the Assembly of Delegates.  The expansion of 

scope allows the certification of other forms of bioenergy such as biogas as well as a range of 

materials produced from biomass such as bio-plastics and lubricants.  The development of the 

RSB was made possible by the hard work of the Transition Management Association which put 

in place the governance and legal basis for the new organization.  

 

The year ahead will focus on supporting the expansion of certification, streamlining the 

standard and strengthening the institutional foundation of the RSB through fundraising and 

project development.  

 

The support of RSB members and partners is essential to all aspects of our work and I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all those that have contributed to the success of the 

organization over the last twelve months.  

 

I look forward to working with you in the months ahead.  

 

 

Rolf Hogan 

Executive Secretary of the Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials 
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II. Major Accomplishments 

The past year has brought a multitude of changes to the RSB, and with it many major accomplishments.  

1.    New Name: Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials  

RSB has a new name – we are now officially known as the Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials, 

which reflects our expansion from certifying strictly biomass for energy to its use in consumer and 

industrial materials.  

2.   Transition to an Independent Entity  

In 2012, the RSB initiated a transition towards becoming a fully autonomous organisation, after 5 years 

spent under the auspices of the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), which hosted the RSB 

Secretariat. This transition was held in collaboration with EPFL and culminated on January 1, 2013, with 

the official establishment of the RSB as an association under Swiss Law. The RSB secretariat is now 

located in the International Environment House (Geneva, Switzerland) with many other like-minded 

international organizations and UN bodies. 

3.   RSBS Certifications 

The Roundtable for Sustainable Biomaterials Services Foundation awarded RSB certification to 7 new 

biofuel and feedstock producers who met the RSB standard. These producers are listed in Section X of 

this document. 

4.   Residue and By-products Standard  

RSB developed and approved a policy and standard for certification of biofuels based on by-products 

and residues, and the first certification was earned by Dynamic Fuels LLC in December 2012. 

5.   Improvements on Presentation of the RSB Standard 

In the past, the RSB had a global standard and a European standard, designed to meet the requirements 

of the European Union’s Renewable Energy Directive (EU RED). Since the standards were markedly 

similar, RSB was able to merge the two while remaining stringent and compatible with EU RED. 
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III. A New, Independent RSB 

Our leadership has grown alongside the organisation, as we have restructured the inner workings of the 

RSB. Below you can find more about the RSB’s new framework. 

a.  Rolf Hogan, Executive Secretary 

Rolf joined the RSB as Executive Secretary in January 2013 and brought with him an extensive and 

eclectic background in international environmental policy, project management, fundraising and 

communications. For five years prior to joining the RSB, Rolf led Protected Areas for a Living Planet 

(PA4LP), which was able to use multi-stakeholder platforms to leverage funding and political support 

towards enhancement of protected areas systems across twenty-five countries. Before PA4LP, Rolf held 

various positions with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), including the 

coordination of technical and policy work on the UNESCO World Heritage Convention from 1995 to 

2002. He has also worked for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and provided freelance work in 

Switzerland. 

As RSB’s Executive Secretary, Rolf is now directing the strategy of the organisation, managing 

partnerships and representing the Roundtable at public events.  

b.  Assembly of Delegates 

The Assembly of Delegates serves as the highest authority of the RSB and is composed of up to 3 

Delegates from each RSB Chamber, as elected by RSB members, thus giving each chamber and 

represented sectors the same weight and influence in the decision making power. 

Each Delegate is afforded one vote in all matters before the Assembly, including standard development, 

members’ rights and duties and governance. The Assembly also elects the Board of Directors and 

Auditors.  

Below are the Delegates as of May 2013: 

Chamber 1      Chamber 2 

Khoo Hock Aun – Cosmo Biofuels (Malaysia)    Harrison Dillon – Solazyme (USA) 

Sriram Srinavasan – JOil (Singapore)    Willemijn van der Werf – Lanzatech (USA)  
       Richard Nelson – National Biodiesel Board (USA) 

 

Chamber 3       Chamber 4 

Anna Lisa Monaco – Boeing (USA)    Olivier Genevieve – Sucre Ethique – (France) 
Christoph Fülleman – Swiss Airlines (Switzerland)   Omero Fuentes – COVERCO (Guatemala) 

Gloria Visconti – Inter-American Development Bank (USA) Omara Amuko – National Union of Farm and Plantation               

Workers (Uganda) 
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Chamber 5      Chamber 6 

Salvador Feranil – Philippine Network of Rural Development  Barbara Bramble – National Wildlife Federation (USA) 

Institutes (Philippines)      Laszlo Mathe – WWF (Global) 

Leonardo Rosario – Trowel Foundation (Philippines)  Ibrahim Hafeez Rehman – TERI (India) 

Jürgen Maier – German NGO Forum (Germany)      

        

Chamber 7 

Helena Chum – National Renewable Energy Laboratory (USA) 

James Onchieku – Kenya Forestry Research Institute (Kenya) 

 

c.  Board of Directors  

The Board of Directors is responsible for the management of the RSB and represents the Association 

towards third parties. Directors are nominated by the Chambers and elected for up to two terms of two 

years each by the Assembly of Delegates. 

Below is the current Board of Directors: 

Barbara Bramble – National Wildlife Federation (Chair) 

Khoo Hock Aun – Cosmo Biofuels (Vice-Chair) 

Willemijn van der Werf – Lanzatech 

Maarten van Dijk – SkyNRG  

Arturo Barrit – Associated Labor Unions – Trade Unions Congress of the Philippines (ALU-TUCP) 

Leonardo Rosario – Trowel Foundation 

Helena Chum – National Renewable Energy Laboratory, USA 

d.  Membership  

The RSB Standard belongs to its members. We strive to offer a multi-stakeholder dialog on all the 

important issues related to the sustainability of biomass, biofuels and biomaterials. All decisions 

regarding sustainability requirements for participating operators are taken by consensus. With the 

transition and recent decision to expand the scope of the RSB to all biomass-derived products, the RSB is 

looking for members from new sectors such as bio-based chemicals or building materials.  

Over the course of the transition, 8 members decided to leave the organisation, while 3 other members 

ceased to exist or to pursue any biofuel-related activity. 

In the meantime, since January 2013, the RSB welcomed 7 new members, which makes the total 

number of RSB members relatively stable over time. As of May 31, 2013, RSB has 96 member 

organisations. 
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In addition, the RSB created another membership category called “Associate,” which requires a lower 

level of participation compared to full members; consequently, associate members have a limited 

decision power. 

 

IV. Working Groups 

a.  Small Holder Working Group 

RSB has formed a new working group to address small holder farmers, ease their access to certification 

and use certification as a tool for social and economic development. The first step is collecting and 

evaluating case studies on small holder biomass and biofuels initiatives in terms of feedstocks grown, 

biofuels produced, market access and social and environmental conditions of production. RSB will then 

host a series of workshops to educate small holders on the RSB standard, and gather knowledge from 

them on barriers that prevent them from earning certification and how best to accommodate their 

needs. Finally, RSB will partner with experts, producers and potential financial sponsors to launch pilot 

projects. 

Over the past year, RSB has identified case studies in Southeast Asia and plans to hold the first workshop 

in late 2013.  

b.  Standards Working Group 

At its 19 March meeting, the RSB Board of Directors decided to set up a Standards Working Group 

(SWG) to facilitate and streamline future developments and modifications of standards and procedures. 

It will support the Secretariat in drafting future versions of RSB standards and will include a 

representative group of RSB members, in addition to external experts and RSB Services. 

The Standards Working Group will be formally established in preparation of the next revision of the 

Standard (Fall 2013). 

 

V. Standards Development 

a. Reorganisation and reclassification of RSB standards and procedures 

During the second half of 2012, the RSB Secretariat hired a team of experts in standards and certification 

led by Charlotte Opal (former Head of the RSB Secretariat) to propose recommendations in order to 

improve the practicality, readability and user-friendliness of the suite of RSB standards and procedures, 

as well as the certification process. This project was conducted following feedback from participating 

operators and certification bodies about points of improvement in the RSB Standard. 
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Following the recommendations of the team of experts, the RSB Secretariat received the approval of the 

Assembly of Delegates (March 18, 2013) to conduct an in-depth restructuring of the RSB suite of official 

standards and procedures, which includes: 

- The renaming and change of status of several RSB standards and procedures 

- The merging of the RSB global and EU Standards 

- Content revision of several RSB standards and procedures, such as the procedures to develop 

and modify standards, procedures and guidance; the 

grievance and mediation processes; and the standards 

related to chain of custody.  

The revision of RSB implementation standards and 

procedures will be completed by the end of 2013. In 

2014, the RSB Principles & Criteria will be thoroughly 

revised. 

b. Bio-products Standard 

The number of manufactured products derived from 

biomass to replace petrol-based equivalents is 

increasing. Beyond bioenergy, biomass can also be used to 

produce plastics, textiles, chemicals, cosmetics, food 

additives and many more. Similarly to biofuels, all these 

products need to be derived from sustainably produced biomass, 

which brought the RSB to naturally evolve to become the Roundtable on 

Sustainable Biomaterials.  

The name change followed the adoption by the RSB Assembly of Delegates of a new Standard for 

Certification of Bio-Products (RSB-STD-02-0011). This standard describes how the existing RSB standards, 

which were initially developed for biofuels, can be applied to producers and processers of biomass for a 

wide range of bio-products other than biofuels. 

As of March 19, the Standard for Certification of Bio-Products is officially in use for certification. Building 

on the experience and feedback collected from users, the RSB will likely develop a full stand-alone set of 

standards for “non-energy” bio-products, in parallel to the generic RSB Standard for biofuels.  

c. Combination of RSB Global and RSB EU RED Standards 

On March 18, the RSB Assembly of Delegates approved the merging of the RSB EU RED Standard and the 

RSB Global Standard.  

                                                           
1
 Available at http://rsb.org/sustainability/rsb-sustainability-standards/  

“Bioenergy can make an important 

contribution to providing access to 

sustainable energy for all. Credible 

sustainability standards, such as the one 

developed by the RSB, help manage risks 

on a project level and promote best 

practices among producers and 

processors, complimenting sound 

regional and national energy planning 

and policy.”  

– Martina Otto, head of policy unit, 

Energy Branch, UN Environment 

Programme (UNEP) 

 

http://rsb.org/sustainability/rsb-sustainability-standards/
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The RSB Global Standard is historically the set of standards and procedures developed by the RSB for 

certification. In 2010, the RSB developed a separate standard for the process of recognition by the 

European Union; it is called the RSB EU RED Standard2. 

The RSB Global Standard and the RSB EU RED Standard are extremely similar in nature, the latter 

integrating specific elements of language in line with the EU Renewable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC). 

Given this similarity and the additional workload due to the maintenance of two separate systems, the 

Assembly of Delegates decided to progressively merge the two systems into a unique Standard, which 

would remain global and EU-compatible at the same time.  

d. Residues and By-products 

In order to decrease pressure over land and resources, a growing number of biofuel companies are 

looking at using residues and by-products from existing supply chains (e.g. food, timber, cosmetics, etc.). 

Such by-products and residues offer real benefits compared to crop-based biofuels, as they do not 

require additional land to be put in cultivation to produce raw material and provide additional income 

streams for the industries generating them. 

However, biofuels based on residues and by-products do not come without any risk and the RSB 

Secretariat developed a draft policy for certification of biofuels based on by-products and residues (POL-

01-002). After consultation with RSB members, the policy was approved by the RSB Board in December 

2012 and was used to issue RSB certification to Dynamic Fuels LLC. 

The RSB Policy for certification of biofuels based on by-products and residues offers a simplified audit 

process, compared to conventional biofuels. For instance, no compliance check will be performed by the 

auditors upstream from the point where by-products and residues are collected for the production of 

biofuels. For most residues and wastes, no greenhouse gas intensity will be attributed to the production 

steps through which they are generated, with the exception of animal fats and certain 

agriculture/forestry residues. 

By-products and residues from derived from forestry, animal origin or palm oil processing have 

additional requirements related to their origin. For instance, certain derivatives from palm oil (e.g. 

PFADs) shall originate from a certified plantation and mill. 

On March 18, the Assembly of Delegates changed the policy into a standard, given its normative nature. 

The possibility to use forestry residues from FSC-certified forests was also added. 

e. Screening Tool and Social Guidelines 

The Screening Tool is an important element of the impact assessment process required under RSB 

Principle 2. The screening, along with the Environment and Social Management Plan (ESMP) are the only 

                                                           
2
 The RSB EU RED Standard was approved by the European Commission on July 15, 2011 
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elements required from ALL operators. The function of the screening is for operators to decide whether 

an in-depth impact assessment is needed for certain aspects (e.g. biodiversity, soil, food security, etc.). 

This will be the case if the foreseen impacts of the operations are deemed important. However, 

operators presenting low risks of impacts will not have to conduct an in-depth impact assessment of the 

corresponding impacts. The screening is therefore extremely important in making sure that no 

unnecessary investigation is required from operators with low risk (e.g. rain-fed agriculture will not 

trigger an impact assessment on water resources depletion). This reduces the cost of compliance for 

operators implementing low-risk practices. In the meantime, it ensures that rigorous investigations are 

undertaken when necessary, in line with the Principles & Criteria. The RSB Screening Tool was 

thoroughly revised over the fall of 2012, based on an extensive review and consolidation by a group of 

social experts gathered by EPFL to look at specific issues such as land rights, food security and socio-

economic development. As a result of this work, the experts revised all the RSB guidelines used by 

operators to conduct in-depth impact assessment related to social issues, as well as the corresponding 

parts in the Screening Tool. The environmental sections of the Screening Tool were revised as well by a 

group of environmental experts. 

The main changes to the Screening Tool (Version 2.3) are the following: 

- The numbering of sections was revised and improved. 

- A note to clarify that the Screening Tool does not prevail over the Principles & Criteria and that 

auditors may require operators to implement additional due diligence and corrective measures at 

their discretion. 

- Section 1 now addresses social impacts more generally. 

- In Section 2, all operators located in a country of poverty (according to HDI/IHDI) are now required 

to demonstrate compliance with Principle 5 (contribution to local socio-economic development) 

without having to conduct an in-depth poverty impact assessment. 

- Section 4 (Conservation) was made clearer and more practical. 

- In Section 6 (Land Rights), questions on existing dispute, public opposition and violence come 

earlier in the sequence. In addition, questions to trigger a land right assessment were improved. 

The revised Screening Tool (2.3) was further discussed by RSB chambers and approved by the Steering 

Board on December 13, 2012. Meanwhile, the revised guidelines were published for implementation by 

participating operators. The Screening Tool and revised guidelines are available on the RSB website 

(http://rsb.org/sustainability/rsb-tools-guidelines/).  

f. Interim Measures 

The RSB Standard on Requirements for Adaptation during the Start-up Phase (RSB-STD-80-001) was 

developed to accompany the launching and start-up phase of the RSB certification program. It allows the 

approval of temporary modifications of existing implementation procedures to be sped up by the Board 

of Directors. All measures are considered temporary and do not regard the sustainability requirements 

included in the RSB Principles & Criteria. Whenever deemed necessary, interim measures can be 

http://rsb.org/pdfs/guidelines/13-03-13-RSB-GUI-01-002-02RSB-ScreeningTool-Version2.3.pdf
http://rsb.org/sustainability/rsb-tools-guidelines/
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definitively integrated in the corresponding standards and procedures following the usual decision-

making process. 

On March 19, the RSB Board of Directors approved the following additions to RSB-STD-80-001 (Version 

2.2): 

 Validity extended until March 31, 2014. 

 Amendments to section F.2 applying to RSB-STD-70-001 and RSB-STD-11-001-70-001. The peer 
review of certification reports is now limited to the first audit of medium/large estate feedstock 
producers, with a risk class of 3 or 4, for whom a grievance process was triggered or at the 
discretion of RSB. The minimum number of peer reviewer is now one and the qualification of 
peer reviewers is now based on knowledge and experience in auditing and certification 
processes. 

 Amendments to section F.4 applying to RSB-STD-70-003 and RSB-STD-11-001-70-003. The peer 
review of certification reports is now limited to the first audit of medium/large estate feedstock 
producers, with a risk class of 3 or 4, for whom a grievance process was triggered or at the 
discretion of RSB. 

 New Section F.5, applying to RSB-STD-11-001-50-001. This new section concerns requirements 
for non-RSB EU RED compliant products certified through a system recognized by the European 
Commission, which are converted, processed, blended, traded, used or otherwise handled by an 
RSB Participating Operator. 

 Minor language revisions and updated references.      

 

VI. RSB Services (RSBS) Update 

a. Demand Generation/Market Update  

 

1. Aviation sector SAFUG: RSB Services has continued working with the aviation sector 

including SAFN, CAAFI and SAFUG, to help them in their journey to achieve carbon 

emissions reduction in the industry. Related aviation activities this year include : 

 United Airlines publicly stated their support for AltAir Fuels’ efforts to 
incorporate internationally recognized sustainability standards, such as the RSB. 

 NRDC released an Aviation Biofuel Sustainability Report recommending that the 
airline industry commit to using RSB certification in aviation biofuel sourcing to 
ensure true sustainability. 

 SkyNRG was the first biojet fuel certified by RSB Services and is working with 
KLM airlines and other aviation leaders to expand the use of sustainably certified jet 
fuel. Dynamic Fuels, which is one of the preferred suppliers for KLM and SkyNRG 
also became RSB certified, showing that the RSB certification is easily 
implementable in the aviation sector. 
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2.  California Air Resources Board (CARB) in the United States: RSB Services has worked 

closely with the CARB staff through the Sustainability Workgroup to help them 

identify ways to incorporate sustainability into the LCFS, as was mandated 

by the CARB Board of Directors in mid-2010. CARB staff have indicated 

that they hope to propose an amendment to include sustainability in 

the 2014 amendment process (October 2014) to their board of 

directors, based in part on the recommendations made by RSB 

Services, and other participants in the LCFS Sustainability 

Workgroup. RSB Services staff continue to participate in the LCFS 

Sustainability Workgroup, and provide guidance and support to 

the CARB staff evaluating how to incorporate sustainability into 

the LCFS. 

3. Brazilian Social Label Program: The social label 

program encourages biodiesel producers to support smallholder farms 

and include them in their supply chains. Our goal is for operators to accept 

RSB certification as a valuable tool to qualify for and achieve the Social Label from the 

Brazilian Ministry of Agrarian Development, thereby improving the practices of both 

smallholders and biodiesel producers. 

4. International Corporate Demand Generation: RSB Services has been engaging in 

conversations with a variety of large international corporations that are high users of 

biofuels and biomaterials in an effort to increase their awareness of sustainability issues 

surrounding these materials and encourage them to seek certified product when 

conducting their procurement cycles. This includes city specific outreach efforts as well 

as individual meetings and calls with procurement and social responsibility contacts at 

major international corporations. 

 

b. Staffing Updates 

Dr. Aurea Nardelli joined RSB Services as Regional Director in South America in December 2012.  Dr. 

Nardelli has 20 years of experience related to sustainability, environment and climate change.  She has a 

strong knowledge and work experience related to sustainability standards and certification systems in 

the context of forestry and agriculture value chains in Brazil and other South American countries.  In her 

past roles as independent lead auditor for SGS, consultant at ProForest and other organizations, she had 

the opportunity to lead diverse teams and to have dialogue with diverse stakeholders.  In her new role 

with RSB Services, Dr. Nardelli will help expand RSB’s outreach in Brazil and other South American 

countries.  Her perspective from being a lead auditor will be especially valuable for biofuel entities 

pursuing RSB certification.  Aurea earned a Doctorate in Forestry Science from Universidade Federal de 

Viçosa in Minas Gerais, Brazil.  Her Doctorate Thesis was on “Certification systems and the vision of 

“Airbus is acting as a catalyst in 

order to push the commercial-

lization of sustainable alternative 

fuels for aviation. In this 

perspective, Airbus actively 

supports the RSB for defining 

standards on sustainability which 

are applied to every Airbus 

Biofuel Value Chains, all around 

the world.”  

– Airbus 
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sustainability within the Brazilian forestry sector”.  Dr. Nardelli is a frequent author, speaker, and 

graduate course professor. 

VII. Indirect Impacts 

Indirect Impacts of biofuels (and biomaterials) have been under discussion for some time with little 

consensus on how to best address them. Indirect impacts include the effects of an increased share of 

raw material being used for bioenergy or biomaterial production on food prices, as well as the resulting 

“displacement” (or leakage) effects, which are usually referred to as Indirect Land Use Change. 

While the existence of such effects is generally accepted, the intensity of the phenomenon and the exact 

contribution of biofuels in the surge of food prices are heavily disputed, without a clear consensus 

among experts. Thus, any attempt to quantify or model indirect impacts to attribute an extra 

greenhouse gas contribution – as in the case of iLUC factors, 

which are currently implemented in the California’ Low Carbon 

Fuel Standard3 (LCFS), and are under discussion at the EU 

Parliament – remains risky and subject to controversy. 

This is why the RSB, based on extended discussion and an 

extensive consultation process in 2012, decided to address 

indirect impacts through a much less controversial approach: 

The Low Indirect Impact Biofuels (LIIB) approach4. Developed 

jointly by WWF International, EPFL and Ecofys, the LIIB 

approach consists of encouraging biomass production/processing practices which decrease the risk of 

displacement and competition with the food, feed and fibre sectors. For instance, by increasing yield of 

existing agricultural land, additional amounts of raw materials can be produced without decreasing the 

existing supply. Similarly, the use of wastes and residues, intercropping and use of abandoned lands do 

not increase pressure over arable land by diverting raw material from the existing supply. 

The RSB Assembly of Delegates, which regroups representatives from both the industry and the civil 

society, approved the implementation of the LIIB approach as a built-in complementary module 

proposed to RSB-certified companies willing to demonstrate a low risk of creating indirect impacts. Thus, 

this module will remain voluntary and companies will be offered RSB certification with or without this 

extra claim. The RSB Secretariat, in partnership with RSB Services, will develop such modules through 

March 2014. Meanwhile, the LIIB consortium will keep improving the approach and increase the number 

of eligible good practices. It is hoped that the European Commission and the European Parliament will 

consider the LIIB approach as a possible alternative to the iLUC factors and the proposed cap on 

conventional biofuels, given the fact that the LIIB approach is much less subject to controversy, 

especially among industrial players. 

                                                           
3
 http://www.arb.ca.gov/fuels/lcfs/lcfs.htm  

4
 http://www.liib.org  

http://www.arb.ca.gov/fuels/lcfs/lcfs.htm
http://www.liib.org/
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a.  LIIB Methodology 

In 2012, EPFL participated in the development of the Low Indirect Impacts Biofuels (LIIB) methodology, 

which was released (Version 0) in September 2012. The LIIB methodology describes certain categories of 

biofuel and bioenergy feedstocks that can be said with a high degree of certainty to have a low risk of 

causing displacement of food and other provisioning services. These are biofuels and bioenergy 

production from (1) Increased yields, (2) Integration of sugarcane and cattle, (3) End-of-life products 

(waste), and (4) Unused land. The LIIB methodology was developed by WWF International, the 

consulting firm Ecofys, EPFL-Energy Center and other project partners, which included certification body 

DNV. 

The project was funded by the Dutch development and implementation agency NL Agency and included 

a pilot test for each of the “low risk” categories listed. The LIIB methodology is publicly available and can 

be incorporated in voluntary certification schemes or even in regulation. It has been designed with 

certification and auditing in mind. WWF, Ecofys and EPFL organized a public outreach on the LIIB in 

November 2012 in Brussels. On March 18, 2013, the RSB Assembly of Delegates officially approved the 

implementation of the LIIB methodology in the RSB certification system (See section VIII). 

 

VIII. RSB Projects hosted by EPFL 

In 2012, EPFL Energy Center conducted several projects related to the development of the RSB 

Standard. Upon the completion of the RSB transition out of EPFL (January 1, 2013), these projects were 

completed, continued at EPFL or transferred to RSB. 

a. SPC (Social Guidelines) 

EPFL gathered a group of social experts to review the guidelines used to support participating operators 

towards compliance with complex social requirements related, for instance, to food security, rural 

development or land rights. In addition the same group of experts supported the revision of social 

sections of the screening tool. 

The work of the group of experts was complemented by a series of pilot studies aiming at testing the 

revised guidelines. These studies were conducted in Africa (Mali, Mozambique & Ethiopia), Asia 

(Indonesia & Thailand) and South America (Brazil & Peru) on several feedstocks (Jatropha, sugarcane, oil 

palm).  

The revised social guidelines are available on the RSB website.  

b. RSB Greenhouse Gas Calculator (Maintenance) 

Following the launch of Version 2.0 of the RSB Standard (November 2010), the RSB coordinated the 

development of a greenhouse gas calculator by EMPA (Swiss Federal Research Institute) and HTW Berlin 

http://on/
http://rsb.org/sustainability/rsb-tools-guidelines/
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with funding from the Swiss State Secretariat for Economy (SECO). This tool follows the RSB GHG 

methodology and is being used by participating operators to calculate their life-cycle greenhouse gas 

emissions according to RSB Criterion 3b. 

The RSB GHG calculator is being continuously improved through minor modifications and bug-fixing, 

following comments, questions and feedback from users. The maintenance is being funded by SECO and 

allows RSB, in partnership with EMPA and HTW, to react to any issue faced by users throughout their 

use of the tool. It also serves planning and implementing future developments of the tool such as the 

creation of new modules and introduction of additional feedstocks.   

 

IX. RSB Benchmarking/Recognition Projects 

a. Rainforest Alliance/SAN 

As of June 2012, the RSB recognizes farms certified under 

the Sustainable Agriculture Network (SAN) standard, 

which is implemented by the Rainforest Alliance. This 

recognition builds upon a thorough gap analysis 

conducted between SAN standard and the RSB Principles 

& Criteria, which revealed a considerable overlap 

between the two standards. The only exception regards 

RSB Principles 3 and 6, which respectively address greenhouse gas emissions and food security. Thus, 

SAN-certified farms only need to demonstrate compliance with RSB Principle 3 and Principle 6 to receive 

RSB certification. 

Through this simplified certification process, Rainforest Alliance Certified™ farms will be able to access 

biofuel and biomaterial supply chains by receiving RSB certification through the simplified audit process 

restricted to compliance with RSB Principle 3 and RSB Principle 6, therefore saving costs. 

Collaboration between the two ISEAL members means that more farmers, companies and ecosystems 

will be able to access the benefits of certification. 

b.  Forest Stewardship Council 

RSB conducted a comparative analysis of the RSB and Version 4 of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 

standards in order to identify existing areas of overlap. Scientific Certification Systems undertook the 

initial analysis, which was then further improved by the RSB Secretariat in consultation with FSC staff. 

The gap analysis was extended to include Version 5 of the FSC Standard. 
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The gap analysis revealed a significant overlap between RSB and FSC Principles & Criteria, with the 

exception of greenhouse gas calculation and food security, which is not relevant in the context of 

natural forestry. In December 2012, the RSB Steering Board approved the development of a simplified 

audit process whereby FSC-certified operators will receive RSB certification by demonstrating 

compliance with the RSB requirements which are not covered in FSC Principles & Criteria. The full results 

of the gap analysis are available upon request. 

c.  IFC Performance Standards Evaluation  

The RSB Secretariat has commissioned ProForest, a sustainable forestry management consultancy, to 

conduct a comparative analysis of the RSB Standard and the International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

Sustainability Framework. The IFC Performance Standards (PS) are used to evaluate the sustainability 

level of projects applying for IFC funding. Many of the evaluation criteria are in line with RSB 

requirements. Hence, this exercise is the first step of a process through which IFC eligible projects could 

more easily demonstrate compliance with RSB requirements. 

e.  Legal Benchmarking – Canada 

The RSB Secretariat conducted a research in partnership with the Canadian International Grain Institute 

(CIGI) to evaluate possible equivalences between the federal and provincial laws of Canada and RSB 

requirements. This work resulted in a guidance document, which may be used by auditors to allow 

operators using proofs of legal compliance in order to demonstrate compliance with certain RSB 

requirements.  

 

X. Certified Entities 

It’s been an exciting year for RSB certifications with a diverse set of entities earning RSB certification. All 

certifications as of May 1, 2013 are listed in the chart below.  Certified entities cover many different 

parts of the world from South and Central America, Europe, Africa, and the United States of America.  

They also cover a wide variety of feedstock types and biofuel types.  We hope to continue seeing such a 

diverse compilation of entities pursuing RSB certification, which is truly global and non-feedstock 

specific. 

Participating 

Operator Name 
Country 

Operator 

Type(s) 

Feedstock 

Type 
Biomaterial Type Status 

Shoalhaven 
Starches Pty Ltd 
(Manildra Group of 

Australia 
Biofuel 

Producer 

Waste starch 

from wheat 

processing 

Ethanol Accepted 
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Companies) 

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

Maple 
Biocombustibles 
S.R.L. 

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

Peru Biofuel 

Producer 

Sugar cane Ethanol 

Accepted 

Global Clean Energy 

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

Mexico Feedstock 

Producer 

Jatropha 

curcas 

Vegetable Oil 

Accepted 

Dynamic Fuels LLC 

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

United 

States of 

America 

Biofuel 

Producer 

Wastes, 

animal by-

products, 

greases and 

vegetable oils 

Renewable Diesel / 

Biojet Mix 
Accepted 

Piedmont Biofuels 
Industrial, LLC 

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

United 

States of 

America 

Biofuel 

Producer 

Used cooking 

oil 
Biodiesel Accepted 

Addax Bioenergy 
Sierra Leone (SL) 
Limited  

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

Sierra Leone 
Feedstock 

Producer 
Sugarcane Ethanol Accepted 

SkyNRG 

Download Public 
Audit Summary 

The 

Netherlands 

Biofuel 

Producer 

Used cooking 

oil and other 

feedstocks 

Supply Chain & 

Logistics for 

Biokerosene/Jetfuel 

Accepted 

  

 

 

http://rsbservices.org/pdfs/ManildraGroupCertificationPublicSummary.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/pdfs/ManildraGroupCertificationPublicSummary.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Public-summary-report-Maple-15_10_2012-rev-2.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Public-summary-report-Maple-15_10_2012-rev-2.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/RSB_GlobalCleanEnergy_Summary_EvalReport_112012.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/RSB_GlobalCleanEnergy_Summary_EvalReport_112012.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Dynamic-Fuels-RSB-certification-Public-rep-130204-FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Dynamic-Fuels-RSB-certification-Public-rep-130204-FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Piedmont-Public-Summary-FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Piedmont-Public-Summary-FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Addax-RSB-public-cert-report-130214-FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Addax-RSB-public-cert-report-130214-FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Public-Audit-Summary_SkyNRG-RSB-public-certification-rep-130304_FINAL.pdf
http://rsbservices.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Public-Audit-Summary_SkyNRG-RSB-public-certification-rep-130304_FINAL.pdf


 

18 
 

© 2013, Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB) 

XI. Events 

RSB representatives attended a number of events over the past year to network and present the RSB 

standard. Below is a comprehensive list of events attended by RSB in the past year. 

 French Development Agency (AFD) seminar on experience sharing on Jatropha: Paris, France, 23-

24 May 2013 

 World Biomass Power Markets: Amsterdam, Netherlands, 15-17 May 2013 

 UN Forum on Sustainability Standards: Geneva, Switzerland, 22-23 March 2013 

 UNCTAD Policy Discussion on trends in Global Biofuels Markets: Geneva, Switzerland, 19 March 

2013 

 World Biofuels Markets: Rotterdam, Netherlands, 12-14 March 2013 

 3rd Annual Municipal Solid Waste to Biofuels & Bio-Products Summit: Orlando, Florida, USA, 20-

21 February 2013 

 European Parliament Workshop on Indirect Land Use Change: Brussels, Belgium, 20 February 

2013 

 IDGA Tactical Power Sources Summit: Alexandria, Virginia, USA, 28-30 January 2013 

 Register of Biofuels Origination Kick-off Meeting: Brussels, Belgium, 16 January 2013 

 Public Policy Workshop in favour of Jatropha-based biofuels: Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 26-29 

November 2012 

 Biofuels International 2012 Conference: Antwerp, Belgium, 21-22 November 2012 

 F.O. Licht’s World Ethanol & Biofuels Conference: Munich, Germany, 5-8 November 2012 

 Biofuel Sustainability Standards International Experience Training: Beijing, China, 25 October 

2012 

 Argus European Biofuels and Feedstocks Trading: London, UK, 23-24 October 2012 

 Workshop on Commodity Roundtable Standards on Free, Prior and Informed Consent, Customary 

Land, Conflict Resolution and High Conservation Values: Bangkok, Thailand, 16-18 October 2012 

 ISEAL Draft Credibility Principles Workshop: Washington, D.C., USA, 9 October 2012 

 Biofuels Certification: Opportunities for procurement and trading (A Kingsman Seminar): Geneva, 

Switzerland, 4 October 2012 

 Aviation Biofuels Development Conference: Washington, D.C., USA, 2-3 October 2012 

 ISEAL Credibility Principles Public Consultation: Online, 3 September – 7 December 2012 

 World Biofuels Markets Conference Brazil, panel “Keeping it Green”: São Paolo, Brazil, 18-19 

September 2012 

 World Water Week: Stockholm, Sweden, 30 August 2012 

 4th Workshop Sustainable Aviation Biofuels Brazil: Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 22-23 August 2012 

 AIREG Sustainability Working Group: Teleconference, 3 July 2012 

 In-person RSB Steering Board Meeting: Lausanne, Switzerland, 12-13 June 2012 

 Face-to-face RSB Auditor Trainings: Europe (25-27 June) and USA (11-13 July), 2012 

 ARA Conference on Biofuels (Biofuels for Africa): Luanda, Angola, 14-15 June 2012 
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“I found AB Training's RSB Lead 

Auditor course both comprehensive 

and challenging. The course 

provides a solid foundation for 

anyone wishing to learn about RSB 

and its standards in order to apply 

them as a consultant, internal 

auditor or third party auditor. Well 

organised, relaxed and rigorous at 

the same time, and definitely 

recommended.”  

--Dr. Tony Steer, Auckland, Air New 

Zealand 

 

XII. Auditor Training 

The RSB worked with AB Training to conduct four auditor trainings in the last year.  They included 19 

total trainees, with 17 of them having passed the course.  The trainings 

were held:  

1. June 2012 in the UK 
2. July 2012 in the USA 
3. September 2012 in Brazil 
4. April 2013 in Italy 

 
In 2012, AB Training and the RSB launched the official 

RSB Training program as a "blended" program, including 

an online course and a 2.5 days face-to-face course. The 

training program is aimed at preparing future RSB 

auditors, consultants and industry representatives 

interested in the implementation of the RSB standard. 

During the last year, the face-to-face training course has 

been updated to reflect new requirements developed and 

launched by the RSB, such as the "RSB Policy for certification of 

biofuels based on end-of-life-products & wastewater" and the "RSB 

Standard for certification of biofuels based on by-products and residues." 

 
XIII. Financial Update 

The RSB closed the period covering April 2012 to March 2013 (i.e. the RSB membership period) with a 
positive cash balance of CHF 235’617.  
 
Revenue  
The total revenue from April 2012 to March 2013 was CHF 1’383’132.  
 
The biggest single share is represented by the Packard Foundation with the Sustainable Biomass 
Consortium, SDC and NL Agency and Boeing also contributing significantly to the RSB budget.  EPFL and 
EMPA also supported the RSB operations and projects in 2012-2013. Membership fees also provided an 
important source of income.  Some RSB members also provided in-kind contributions of staff time and 
travel. In addition, a large part of RSB Secretariat travel was covered by meeting organizers.  
 
Expenditure  
The total expenses from April 2012 to March 2013 were CHF 1'147'515. Personnel costs constitute half 

of the expenses with project costs, travel, consultants, meetings and overheads accounting for the 

remainder. 
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Table 1 - RSB Revenue and Expenditure from April 2012 to March 2013 

Item Amount (CHF) 

Revenue   

Boeing Global Corporate Citizen grant 140’936 

Swiss Development Cooperation 236'333 

Packard 385’487 

RSB Membership fees 91’543 

Sustainable Biomass Consortium 266’456 

NL Agency - LIIB Methodology 215’654 

EMPA (RSB Tool) 17’333 

EPFL  29'390 

TOTAL 1’383’132 

    

Expenditure   

Personnel Cost 596’954 

Other Costs (travel, projects, consultants, meetings etc.) 550’561 

TOTAL 1’147’515 

Balance 235’617 
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XIV. Get Involved 

While we think our mission is critical to help solve the global climate change crisis, we cannot exist 

without your help.  Here are 5 simple ways you can make a difference and support RSB as we work to 

curb climate change by ensuring that biomaterials deliver on their promise of sustainability: 

a. Membership: Become a member of RSB and have a voice in updating and improving our 

standard as technology and policies change.  Visit http://rsb.org/about/organization/rsb-

members/ for more information. 

 

b. Partnerships: There are unlimited ways you can partner with us. We have collaborated with 

other standards like FSC and RA/SAN to help encourage certification cooperation. We have 

affiliated with event organizers by speaking on a variety of sustainability related topics to 

diverse audiences.  If you’d like to partner with us, please contact us at info@rsb.org. 

 

c. Certification: Earning RSB certification for your farm, production facility, distribution centre or 

other biomaterial related entity is a great way to demonstrate your commitment to 

sustainability to your employees, shareholders, community members, buyers, suppliers, and 

others.  

 

d. Public Support: Link to us on your website, give RSB a “shout out” on your social media, talk 

about us when discussing sustainability conversations at a conference or meeting…anything you 

can do to help raise our visibility in your everyday conversations helps further our reach and 

mission. 

 

e. Donations: We are a nonprofit organization that relies on generous funding from a variety of 

donors.  If you or your organization have the ability to donate to RSB, you may receive a tax 

benefit (depending on your country), but more importantly, you will feel the satisfaction of 

supporting a nonprofit organization that is working hard to help our people and planet.  Any 

donation amount is welcome.  Contact us directly at info@rsb.org to make a donation. 

 

“We need to transform global markets if we are to build a sustainable future.  

RSB is key to setting biomaterials on a more sustainable footing.”  

- Jim Leape, Director General, WWF International 

 

 

 

http://rsb.org/about/organization/rsb-members/
http://rsb.org/about/organization/rsb-members/
mailto:info@rsb.org
mailto:info@rsb.org
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Annex: RSB Member Organisations 

Chamber Organisation Country 

Chamber 1 - Farmers and growers of biomass 

1 AgSri India 

1 Argentine No-till Farmers' Association (Aapresid) Argentina 

1 Cosmo Biofuels Group (represented by Cosmo Biofuels Sdn Bhd) Malaysia 

1 Global Clean Energy Holdings USA 

1 Heliae, LLC USA 

1 JOil (Singapore) Pte Ltd. Singapore 

1 Kimminic  Estates Limited Ghana 

1 LiveFuels Inc. USA 

1 Nippon Biodiesel Fuel Co. Ltd Japan 

1 Sun Biofuels Ltd United Kingdom 

1 Sustainable Agroenergy Ltd  United Kingdom 

1 SG Biofuels, Inc. USA 

1 Outreach Bioenergy International Indonesia 

Chamber 2 - Industrial biofuel/biomaterial producers 

2 Addax Bioenergy Management SA Switzerland 

2 Asociación Promotora de Combustibles Renovables ACR Guatemala 

2 Bio Energy Resources Ltd Malawi 

2 Brazilian Sugarcane Industry Association - UNICA Brazil 

2 Bundesverband der Deutschen Bioethanolwirtschat BDBe Germany 

2 Genencor/Danisco - owned by Dupont Belgium 

2 Gevo, Inc. USA 

2 Great Plains Oil & Exploration-The Camelina Company USA 

2 Imperium Renewables, Inc. USA 

2 INEOS Bio Switzerland 
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2 International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association (IPIECA) UK 

2 LanzaTech Inc. USA 

2 Malaysian Biodiesel Association Malaysia 

2 Nandan Biomatrix Limited  India 

2 National Biodiesel Board USA 

2 Neste Oil Oyj Finland 

2 Novozymes A/S Denmark 

2 Pangea - Partners for Euro-African Green Energy Belgium 

2 Petrobras S.A. Brazil 

2 SkyNRG The Netherlands 

2 Solazyme Inc. USA 

2 United Soybean Board USA 

Chamber 3 - Retailers/blenders, the transportation industry, the bio-product industry, banks/investors 

3 Airbus France 

3 Boeing USA 

3 Green Aviation International Association U.K. 

3 IATA Switzerland 

3 Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) USA 

3 Royal Dutch Shell (Shell International Petroleum Limited) UK 

3 SAFUG- main contact - KLM The Netherlands 

3 Swiss International Air Lines Switzerland 

Chamber 4 - Rights-based NGOs (including land, water, human, and labour rights) & Trade Unions 

4 Associated Labor Unions-Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (ALU-TUCP) Philippines 

4 Commission for the Verification of Codes of Conduct (COVERCO) Guatemala 

4 Mali Folkecenter Nyetaa Mali 

4 National Union of Plantation and Agricultural Workers of Uganda Uganda 

4 Sucre Ethique- Ethical Sugar- Azucar Etico- Açucar Etico France 
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Chamber 5 - Rural development or food security organisations & Smallholder farmer organizations or indigenous peoples’ organizations 

or community-based civil society organizations 

5 Centro de Promoción y Desarrollo Rural Amazónico – CEPODRA Peru 

5 German NGO Forum Environment & Development Germany 

5 Philippine Network of Rural Development Institutes, Inc. (PhilNet-RDI) Philippines 

5 Rural Development Institute of Sultan Kudarat Philippines 

5 Sustainable Rural Growth and Development Initiative (SRGDI) Malawi 

5 Trowel Development Foundation, Inc (TDFI) Philippines 

Chamber 6 - Environment or conservation organisations & Climate change or policy organisations 

6 Amigos da Terra – Amazônia Brasileira Brazil 

6 Applied Environmental Research Foundation(AERF) India 

6 Center for Sustainable Energy Farming USA 

6 Civil Society Biofuels Forum (CSBF) Zambia 

6 Confederation of China Bioenergy Industries P.R. China 

6 National Wildlife Federation USA 

6 Natural Resources Defense Council USA 

6 NW Biodiesel Network USA 

6 Public-Private Alliance Foundation USA 

6 Sierra Club USA 

6 Sustainable for Environmental & Climate Change Association (SECCA) Tanzania 

6 The Energy and Resources Institute India (TERI) India 

6 The Gold Standard Foundation Switzerland 

6 The Innovation Center for Energy and Transportation P.R. China 

6 International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) 

(Associate Member) 

Switzerland 

6 United Nations Foundation USA 

6 Wetlands International  The Netherlands 

6 WWF International Switzerland 
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Chamber 7 -  Intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), governments, standard-setters, specialist advisory agencies, certification agencies, 

and consultant experts 

7 City Planning and Development Office, Cebu City Government Philippines 

7 CSIRO Australia 

7 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) (Associate Member) Italy 

7 Hawaii Biofuels Foundation  USA 

7 International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) USA 

7 International Maritime Organization (IMO) UK 

7 Kenya Forestry Research Institute Kenya 

7 National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) USA 

7 Netherlands Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment The Netherlands 

7 Office of Biofuels, NSW Trade and Investment Australia 

7 Pace Energy and Climate Center USA 

7 ProForest UK 

7 Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity Canada 

7 Stanford University - Sustainable Bioenergy Project, Woods Institute for the 

Environment 

USA 

7 Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. (SFI) USA 

7 Swiss Federal Office of Energy Switzerland 

7 Swiss Federal Office of Environment (OFEN) Switzerland 

7 The Energy Biosciences Institute (University of California Berkeley) USA 

7 The National Non-Food Crops Centre (NNFCC) United Kingdom 

7 UC Berkeley, Energy & Resources Group USA 

7 UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) (Associate Member) Switzerland 

7 United Nations Environment Programme (Associate Member) France 

7 US Commercial Service USA 

 


